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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Mormons for short...

When we see two young guys approach with ties and nametags, we quickly recognize who they are and
what they stand for. At least we think we do.

This lesson is designed to act as a crash course on the Mormon faith and message.
e Background
o Started by a 24 year old Joseph Smith in 1830

= Was first “called” when he was 14 years old “in a grove of trees in Palmyra and
Manchester Townships, New York, near his home”

=  Shortly afterwards he found and read the golden plates containing the Book of
Mormon

=  "The instrument in this work of God was a boy whose mind was not cluttered by
the philosophies of men. That mind was fresh and without schooling in the

traditions of the day.

o Started in New York after “John the Baptist conferred the Aaronic Priesthood on Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery in Harmony, Pennsylvania”

o Migrated to “the city of Zion (the New Jerusalem) in Independence, Missouri, revealed
to the Prophet Joseph Smith”

= Joseph smith and his brother were killed in a riot.
=  Brigham Young took over and took the Mormon “pilgrims” to Utah
o Has had 15 “prophets” in only 163 years

e Beliefs
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o Most Mormon beliefs are derived from the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and
Covenants.

o Brief synopsys

=  The Mormons claim that there was a “lost” tribe that left Jereusalem around
500BC and settled in North America

= The Book of Mormon documents this “lost” tribe’s escapades and their eventual
demise

=  The Book of Mormon also claims Jesus came to America after his ascension
following after Matthew

o Some of the more interesting and persistent beliefs include:
= Burning in the bosom
=  Baptism of the dead
*  “Holy” underwear"

e Temple garment worn by adults that have gone through the “washing
and anointing ordinance”

e Has symbols from freemansonry, of which Joseph Smith was a member.
e Symbolizes the animal skins God made for Adam and Eve
=  Polygamy

e Mormonism has been closely associated in both public discourse and
LDS scriptures with polygamy. In the 1830s, Joseph Smith, Jr. instituted
a form of polygamy referred to as plural marriage, which Brigham Young
first acknowledged and promoted after the LDS church's move to Utah
Territory. Upon learning about the practice, mainstream religions and
political forces in the United States mounted a vigorous campaign to
stamp it out. The United States Congress passed laws criminalizing the
practice and dissolving polygamous families, disincorporated the LDS
Church, and began seizing church property. A few months after a U.S.
Supreme Court decision upholding the legality of the church's
disincorporation and forfeiture of property, the church issued its 1890
Manifesto renouncing the practice of polygamy. Today, the LDS Church
strongly rejects the practice and excommunicates members who engage
in it.

e The 1890 renunciation of polygamy by the LDS Church also led to a
number of schisms involving relatively small groups who describe
themselves as Mormon fundamentalists, who still practice polygamy as
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well as other elements of 19th century Mormonism that have been
rejected or denounced by the LDS Church. These organizations believe
that their doctrines and practices are more true to the original teachings
of Joseph Smith, Jr. and Brigham Young.
*  Urim and Thummim"

e Lux et Veritas inscribed on the seals of many major universities

e Means roughly, Light and truth

e Used in some forms of divination in pagan cultures

e First reference is in Exodus with the priest’s clothes (ephod)

o
Tactics
o Stick to the logical and philosophical facts
= We don’t need to attack our enemy where they will be expecting us to attack
e Mormons are trained to debate passages of Scripture

e Mormons are not, and cannot be trained to debate the overall concepts
spoken of in Scripture

= Two opposing things cannot both be true at the same time.

e We are not “just another denomination”, our views of God are
diametrically opposed.

e The Godhead is not three separate beings that share some sort of
“oneness”. They are three “persons” that are all one being.

e AsweareGodw a S Ancetwas and as God issowe C a rbé."t
e God had no mother, no beginning an no end.
= The apostolic era ended with John
e The apostles never contradicted Scripture
e We are a priesthood of believers”

e How can some be closer to God, and what He says, than others when
Jesus is the final mediator?

= Ultimately, faith does not rest on wishful thinking or a burning in the bosom.

e Aburning inner impression can come from a variety of sources. How do
you know which ones are good or not?
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e If our faith is not based on objective facts, it is wishful thinking and
foolish.

o Callitwhatitis...
»  Arianism, the heretical belief that Jesus is not coeternal with God""
=  The cause of the council of Nicea in 325AD

= |f Jesus isn’t coeternal with God, His death on the cross isn’t sufficient for our

sins.

i http://scriptures.lds.org/chchrono/contents

" Joseph Smith — Called of God, http://www.josephsmith.net
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¥ LDS Apostle Orson F. Whitney, Collected Discourses, Vol.5, May 8, 1898, LDS Collectors Library '97 CD-ROM

Y 1Peter 2:9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very
own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into
his wonderful light. (NLT)
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